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*Increase in acreage primarily from burnout operations with some fire growth on the W flank 
 
News & Events for the Arapaho Fire: 

 The Albany County Assessor inspections team is making progress with property assessments in the 
Arapaho Fire area. Information on property damages will be made available through their offices as 
inspections are completed.  Contact the assessors’ office at 307-721-2511 for more information  

 The Joint Information Center is operating daily from 3-8 p.m. in the Platte County Courthouse 
basement in Wheatland.  For property assessment information and Arapaho Fire Information, call 307-
322-6590. Walk-ins are welcome. 

 Remote weather stations in the fire area reported 1.3” of rain on Sugarloaf Mtn and .46” at Esterbrook 

 Severe thunderstorm activity in the Cow Camp ICP yesterday evening impacted fire operations and base 
camp services and personnel 

 Road closure assessments are being made daily in cooperation with Albany, Platte and Converse 
Counties to determine when it is safe to allow public access 

 Demobilization will begin for identified excess resources  
 

Arapaho Fire: Yesterday evening’s night shift was cancelled due to severe thunderstorm activity, although 
firefighters responded to and contained a new start just south of the fire area on the east side. While traveling 
in from their work assignments, some of the firefighters were stranded due to water and debris on the 
Cottonwood Road. Helicopters assigned to the Arapaho Fire moved from the helibase to the Wheatland Airport 
and two fixed wing air resources moved to Casper during the storm.  
 
The rain will greatly moderate fire activity, but the heavy fuels located under dense canopy, particularly on 
the N flank, will continue to hold heat. An increase in fire activity will eventually occur in these areas as fuels 
dry out.  
 
This morning, fire crew supervisors are making safety assessments on roads and conditions prior to sending out 
fire crews. Firefighters will be focusing on mop up efforts, rehab and initial attack as needed.  
 
Road Closures: 

 Horseshoe Creek Road at Albany and Platte County Line 

 Harris Park Road closed at Esterbrook Campground and Fish Creek Road 

 Fletcher Park Road at Fish Creek Road 

 Van Ortwick Hill Road closed at Fletcher Park Road 

 Cottonwood Park Road closed at Palmer Canyon Road 

 Garrett Road closed at Palmer Canyon Road and Fetterman Road (County Rd 61) 

 Esterbrook Road closed at Fetterman Road and Braae Road 
 
Open Roads:  

 Fletcher Park Road to the intersection with Fish Creek Road 
 
Lifted Evacuations: The Oregon Trail & Laramie Peak Ranch subdivisions.  
       
Evacuations in Place: Evacuations remain in place for Cottonwood Park, Friend Park and Harris Park.   

Fire Acres % Contained Total Personnel 
Arapaho 95,151* 45%  1,051 



2 
Closures: All Forest Service lands, recreation sites, roads and trails east of Esterbrook Road. Trails include 
Laramie Peak Trail (#602); North Laramie River Trail (#625); Friend Park Trail (#609); Harris Park Trail (#616); 
Roaring Fork Trail (#623); and Laramie Peak Trailhead, North Laramie Trailhead; recreation sites closed include 
Esterbrook Campground and Friend Park Campground. 
 
Restrictions: For current fire restrictions, visit the Wyoming interagency fire restrictions website at 
http://www.wy.blm.gov/wy_fire_restrictions/  
 
Donations: Thank you for supporting the firefighters with donations. Please do not deliver any donations to the 
fire camp on Fish Creek Road. To make donations, call 1-307-331-8660 
              
 
FIRE FACTS:  
 
Arapaho Fire: Started:  June 27, 2012  Cause: Lightning  Location: 28 miles NW of Wheatland, WY. Resources:   
A total of 1,051 personnel assigned to the fire, including 7 hotshot crews, 19 hand crews, 3 assigned 
helicopters, 2 fixed wing aircraft, 64 engines, 4 dozers and 9 water tenders.  
 
SAFETY CONCERNS:  Unstable snags, stumpholes, wet and dangerous road conditions, slippery footing, 
lightning.   
 
RESOURCE CONCERNS: Invasive species such as dalmation toadflax, cheatgrass and zebra mussel transported 
on equipment from other locations.   
 
WEATHER:  Slightly drier air is expected to move into SE WY this morning.  This will tend to push the best 
chances of showers and thunderstorms east of the fire area.  A threat continues over the region as the airmass 
remains moist, especially due to the amount of rain over the fire area.  A surface low pressure area shifted 
east overnight which will bring NW to NE winds to the region. Showers and thunderstorms are forecast through 
the weekend. 
 
Today, mostly cloudy with scattered showers and thunderstorms. Temps around 75 with minimum RH 35 to 
45%.  NE to NW winds 10 to 15 mph with gusts to 20 mph and chance of wetting rain 30%.  
 
Outlook for tonight is cloudy with scattered early evening showers and thunderstorms.  Temps around 60 with 
good RH recovery 60 to 80% and chance of wetting rain 20 percent. 
 
Outlook for Saturday mostly cloudy with a chance of showers and thunderstorms by the afternoon.  Temps 70 
to 75 with minimum RH 30 to 40%. Winds E to SE 10 to 15 mph with afternoon gusts to 20 an chance of wetting 
rain 20%. 
 
TODAY’S EXPECTED FIRE BEHAVIOR: Yesterday evening’s rain will minimize fire behavior throughout the fire 
area.  Some creeping and smoldering will occur in the areas of sheltered canopies and heavy fuels.  There is a 
chance of initial attack activity due to the amount of lightning and possible strikes hitting areas outside of the 
rain column.  
 
COOPERATING AGENCIES & PARTNERS: Medicine Bow-Routt National Forest, the Wyoming State Forestry 
Division, Platte County, Albany County and Converse County; the Rawlins Field Office of the High Desert 
District of the Bureau of Land Management. 
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